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and all simultaneously, Catholics and Protestants, knelt and of-
fered solemm prayer to their Creator.

About twelve miles back toward New Madrid, a young woman
about seventeen years of age, named Betsey Masters, had been
left by her parents and family, her leg having been broken below
the knee by the falling of one of the weight-poles of the roof of
the cabin; and, though a total stranger, I was the only person
who would consent to return and see whether she still survived.—
Receiving a description of the locality of the place I started, and
found the poor girl upon a bed, as she had been left, with sowe
water and corn bread within her reach. T cooked up some food
for her, and made her condition as comfortable as circunstances
would allow, and returned the same day’ to the grand encamp-
ment.  Miss Masters eventually recovered.

In abandoning their homes, on this emergency, the people only
stopped long enough to get their teams, and hurry in their fami-
lies and some provisions. It was a matter of doubt among them,
whether water or fire would be most likely to burst forth, and
cover all the country. The timber land around New Madrid
sunk five or six feet, so that the lakes and lagoons, which seemed
to have their beds pushed up, discharged their waters over the
sunken lands. Through the fissures cansed bv the earthquake,
were forced up vast quantities of a hard, jet black substance,
which appeared very smooth, as though worn by frietion. It
seemed a very different substance from either anthracite or bitu-
minous coal.*

This hegira, with all its attendant appalling cirenmstances, was
a most heart-rending scene, and had the effect to constrain the
most wicked and profane, earnestly to plead to God in prayer for
mercy. In less than three months, most of these people returned
to their homes, and though the earthquakes continued occasion-

*The late Hon. Lewis F. Linn, a resident of St. Genevieve, and for
many years a member of the United States Senate from Missouri, and a
man of science, addressed a letter, in 1836, to the chairman of the com-
mittee on commerce, in which he speaks of the New Madrid earthquakes,

and distinctly mentions water, sand, and coal issuing from the vast
chasms opened by the convulsions. L. C. D.



